
PUBLIC NOTICES FOR 

CLEAN WATER ACT 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION 

BEFORE THE DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS 

 

 

An application for the following project was filed with the State Water Resources Control 
Board, Division of Water Rights for a Water Quality Certification for a non-Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission licensing project under section 401 of the Clean Water 
Act.  Written questions regarding the applications should be directed to: 
 
 Water Quality Certification Unit  
 Division of Water Rights 
 P.O. Box 2000 
 Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
 

RECEIVED: December 12, 2007 and complete for acceptance on 
January 29, 2009 

PROJECT: Cooley Ranch Water Right Applications Project 
APPLICANT: Klein Food Inc. 
AGENT: Peter Bontadelli, Analytical Environmental Services 
COUNTY:   Sonoma 
RECEIVING WATER: Unnamed streams tributary to Lake Sonoma thence Dry 

Creek thence Russian River and unnamed streams 
tributary to Cherry Creek thence Lake Sonoma 

PUBLIC NOTICE: May 8, 2009 
PROJECT STATUS: Pending 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project is for the development of 280 acres of 
vineyard within the 19,000 acre Cooley Ranch property located northwest of Lake 
Sonoma.  The project involves three separate water rights applications; each to develop 
water storage reservoirs and vineyards in separate geographical areas of the Cooley 
Ranch.  These geographical areas are referred to as the Western Project Area, 
Northern Project Area, and Eastern Project Area, and are associated with Water Right 
Applications 31304, 31362, and 31363, respectively.  
 
In the Western Project Area, the proposed project activities include construction of an 
earthen dam for an onstream reservoir and the installation of two infiltration galleries as 
the points of diversion.  Conveyance pipelines from the points of diversion to the 
reservoirs and access roads to 65 acres of vineyards will also be installed in this project 
area.   
 
In the Northern Project Area, project activities will consist of the construction of an 
earthen dam for an onstream reservoir and the installation two infiltration galleries, 
access roads to 114 acres of vineyards, and conveyance pipelines.  The onstream 
storage reservoir will have a holding capacity of 98 acre-feet and is under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams.  



Proposed activities in the Northern Project Area will also include mitigation for the 
preservation of wetlands.   
 
Project activities in the Eastern Project Area will be similar to the other project areas, 
except that two earthen dams for onstream reservoirs and an offstream pit-type 
reservoir will be constructed.  Two infiltration galleries will be installed as the points of 
diversion for 101 acres of vineyard.  The applicant has also identified three sites in this 
area that may be used for borrow in the event additional material is needed for 
construction of the dams.  Proposed activities in the Eastern Project Area will also 
include mitigation for preservation of an archeological site and habitat for threatened 
aquatic species. 
 
 


